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29Sent into a Changing World
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As 
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” 

(John 17:15-18)

The wedding was beautiful.  The reception 
that followed was relaxed elegance.  It is a 
day that I will never forgetðSeptember 8, 
2001.  Following the wedding, my daughter, 
Elizabeth, and her husband, Seth, traveled 
to New York where they would set sail for 
a honeymoon cruise to Bermuda.  As they 
sailed out of the New York harbor on the 
morning of September 9, they stood on the 
top deck, looking at the skyline.  They were 
going to take some pictures but decided to 
wait until they returned.  That return trip 
never happenedðat least not to New York.  
Following their cruise, they were directed a 
week later to the harbor in Philadelphia.  They 
would they not return to New York as a result 
of September 11, and they would not return to 
the same world from which they had departed 
as newlyweds.  They were beginning their 
married life in a world that changed overnight.

Prior to September 11, the world seemed 
to function with certain predictable rules and 
outcomes.  There was a certain routine to 
life that many found comfortable and secure.  
Since that time, life seems less familiar and 
secure.

Although unrelated to September 11, this 
is not a great deal different from what is going 
on within the Church today.  The Church of 
the 50ôs and the 60ôs existed in an environment 
that was friendly and familiar.   I remember 
well how my ýrst-grade teacher would read to 
us from the King James Bible and then pray 
the Lordôs Prayer to begin each day.  This was 

in the public school!  The church was accepted 
and inþuential within society.

The times have changed.  It did not 
happen overnight, but it has and is changing 
fast.  When I ýrst came out of seminary, one 
out of four couples lived together before 
marriage.  Now it is closer to three out of four.  
Instead of referring to ñfamilies,ò it is more 
accurate to refer to ñhouseholdsò because 
of so many different blends of relationships 
living under one roof.  The traditional family 
is almost the exception rather than the 
norm.  Lately we hear of courtroom battles 
challenging ñone nation under Godò in the 
pledge of allegiance and ñIn God We Trustò 
on currency.  The battle for deýning marriage 
intensiýes over questions that were almost 
unthinkable just ýfty years ago.  For those of 
you who are old enough, do you remember 
Elvis and how on the Ed Sullivan Show the 
camera would not scan down to show his 
shaking hips on television?  The times have 
changed.

In all of this, the Church, for the most part, 
has not changed.  In many ways, that is good.  
The teaching based on Godôs unchanging truth 
is the same.  The Cross is central.  Christ is 
Lord.  In other ways, though, it is not good.  
The church is perceived as not struggling 
with the issues of the world.  In fact, there 
are many who would view the Church as 
being immoral, because they do not see the 
Church as wrestling with the serious issues of 
abortion, poverty, homosexuality, or Aids, to 
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mention a few.  When I ýrst heard this, I was 
offended and insulted.  I thought, ñHow dare 
they.ò  The more I thought about it, though, 
I began to wonder.  Does the world see the 
Church as issuing moral judgments with no 
serious dialogue going on among people?  
When was the last time I encouraged serious 
conversation to occur over these issues?  
Donôt get me wrong.  I stand with the Church 
on these issues.  However, how can we engage 
in a meaningful conversation with those who 
are increasingly viewing the Church as being 
irrelevant and disconnected with the real 
issues of life? 

 It is important to struggle with this 
question, because the world is spiritually very 
hungry and thirsty.  There is a spiritual revival 
going on in America.  It is just not happening 
within the Church.  When I was growing up, 
Billy Graham was viewed as Americaôs pastor.  
Today, I believe that Oprah Winfrey would 
be identiýed more in that role.  I asked my 
eighth-grade religion class how many knew of 
Billy Graham.  Two out of twelve raised their 
hands.

Many churches today ýnd themselves 
struggling to hold their own with rising 
ýnances and decreasing attendance.  
Meanwhile, there is the Wal-Mart mindset that 
creeps into the church.  Peopleôs expectations 
as to what the church should do for them 
continually increase .

It all sounds depressing, doesnôt it?  In one 
way, it is.  Yet, in another way, it is not.  There 
is a bright and hopeful future for the Churchð
not for the church as Iôve known it; I believe 
those days and that church are of the past.  The 
Church, however, of my faithôs confession is 
alive and well throughout the world today.  In 
the Nicene Creed, we confess, ñI believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church.ò

The word apostle means ñone who is 
sent out or away.ò  When we confess our 
faith in the ñapostolic Church,ò we are not 
only saying that our church is rooted in the 
apostlesô teachings but that we, like they, are 

sent out.  In other words, everyone within the 
local church is a missionary.  Each person 
is sent out.  Could you imagine the two men 
who walked with Jesus to Emmaus staying 
there with what they learned?  Could you 
imagine them sitting at the table saying, ñLetôs 
wait until the rest come to us, and we will 
tell them who we met along the roadò?  No, 
they immediately got up and hoofed it back 
to Jerusalem to tell the others, ñIt is really 
trueðHe is alive!ò  

We are not to sit back.  We are sent out 
with the saving message that God loves the 
world.  He shows that love by giving us His 
only Son.  It is His Son, Jesus, who takes our 
punishment upon Himself, so that we can 
now call God ñFather.ò  Enjoy and appreciate 
the rich and precious gift that is yours to call 
God ñFather.ò  We had lost that right in the 
rebellion and disobedience of our sin.  Not 
everyone born is a child of God.  A creation of 
God?  Yes.  A child of God?  No.  Only those 
who know Jesus as their Savior and brother 
are able to call God their Father.  This is a 
message that is unique to the world.  No other 
religion lays claim to this.  While the Islamic 
faith rejects outright any thought of God as 
Father, a recent survey of six hundred former 
Muslims who had become Christians reveals 
that one of the factors in their conversion 
was the emphasis on the love of God and 
the intimacy that we have with Him as our 
heavenly Father (Sproul, p. 33). 

We are the ñsent onesò into a world that 
is hungry to hear the Good News.  This is not 
some new thought or fad.  This is the prayer of 
Jesus.  As He faced His own brutal death, most 
on His mind and heart was the future of the 
Church.  He prayed, 

“My prayer is not that you take them 
out of the world but that you protect them 
from the evil one.  They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth.  As 
you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world” (John 17:15-18).
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Challenge:  Where might you be able to enter into the world this week to engage in listening and 
conversing over the issues of the day?

Scripture Reading:  John 20

From the Book of Concord:  ñTherefore, in his immeasurable goodness and mercy God 
provides for the public proclamation of his divine, eternal law and of the wondrous counsel of 
our redemption, the holy gospel of his eternal Son, our only Savior Jesus Christ, which alone 
can save. By means of this proclamation he gathers an everlasting church from humankind, and 
he effects in human hearts true repentance and knowledge of sin and true faith in the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. God wants to call human beings to eternal salvation, to draw them to himself, 
to convert them, to give them new birth, and to sanctify them through these means, and in no 
other way than through his holy Word (which people hear proclaimed or read) and through the 
sacraments (which they use according to his Word). 1 Corinthians 1[:21]: ò (Formula of Concord, 
Solid Declaration, Article II: Free Will, pp. 553. 50).

 Jesus understood that the disciples 
would have to be sent.  The world was not 
about to come to them.  They would be 
engaging the world on its home turf.  Back in 
the 50ôs and 60ôs, the world surrounding the 
church, at least in America, was familiar.  The 
church was playing on its own home ýeld.  
In sports, home ýeld advantage is key.  The 
crowd is friendly.  The playing ýeld is known.  
I grew up watching the Red Sox play in 
friendly Fenway.  The little nuances of home 
ýeld, not to mention enthusiastic fans, gives 
teams an edge.  In the life of the church, we 
have lost the home ýeld advantage.  Today, we 
are not living in a churched culture.  That does 
not cause me to despair.  It does, however, 
cause me to say with even greater boldness, 
ñI believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.ò

Elizabeth and Sethôs ship had come back 
to a different harbor and to a different country 

than the one they left seven days earlier.  As a 
result, now more than ever, we need to see that 
the vessel of ñone holy Christian and apostolic 
Churchò is not a cruise ship for the comfort of 
its passengers, but a rescue ship sent out with 
a life-saving mission.  Ships are safe in the 
harbor, but that is not what ships are built for.  
The vessel of the Church has been sent out to 
sail into the waters of a changing world with 
an unchangeable message of Godôs love in 
Christ Jesus.

Prayer:  Father, the world has changed so 
much.  There is little that I can count on 
remaining the same, with the exception of 
you.  Your love and your Word are constant 
and unchanging.  You are the same faithful 
and loving God that Adam, Moses and my 
believing ancestors worshipped.  I praise you 
for your unchanging grace.  Give me wisdom 
to carry your message into the world that is 
changing eery day.  In Jesusô name.  Amen.
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30Sent to Do Whatever We Can
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 

(1 Corinthians 12:7)

July 24, 2002 in Sipesville, Pennsylvania, 
was another hot and muggy day.  At 8:50 
p.m., nine men working the second shift in 
the two-year-old Black Wolf Coal Companyôs 
Quecreek Mine broke through into the Saxman 
Mine, which they thought was 300 feet from 
where they were mining.  The maps they 
were using were outdated.  Usually this was 
not a problem; but the mine they broke into 
held an unseen dangerðwater.  Groundwater 
had ýlled the cavern.  When the wall was 
breached, 50 to 60 million gallons of water 
began to pour into the Quecreek Mine, 
trapping the nine men working the late shift 
240 feet below the surface.

Over the next 77 hours, the story of their 
rescue would capture the attention and the 
heart of the nation.  Over the span of that time, 
we got to know the miners personally.

Their story of how they survived was 
inspiring.  Huddled in the darkness, 240 feet 
below surface, these men supported each 
other.  They used their body heat to warm 
each other in the subsurface cold.  They would 
place the coldest among them in the center 
to provide him with extra warmth.  They 
encouraged each other with their words when 
one became down or anxious.  They were 
committed to each other, even to the point of 
binding themselves together with rope so that 
nothing could separate them from each other.  
At ýrst I thought, ñWhat a great example of 
the church.ò  Nine men huddled together in the 
darkness, supporting each other, while binding 

themselves to stick together no matter what 
might come.

Later, I would re-think my ýrst impression 
of this.  Viewing the church as those huddled 
beneath the surface is, indeed, the way many 
see the church.  The church then becomes 
nothing more than a place of refuge where 
people gather to support each other, waiting to 
be rescuedðhelpless in the growing darkness 
of the world.  It is, to say the least, a weak 
and tepid view that does little to inspire joy or 
enthusiasm. 

Speaking at a conference, my District 
President, John Brunner, helped me to see it 
from a different perspective as he offered his 
own keen perception of this same incident.  
Consider if you will, the church from the view 
of those who are above the surface, sent to do 
whatever they can to rescue those beneath.  
This is a much more exciting and true picture 
of what the ñone holy Christian and apostolic 
Churchò is to be. 

Consider some of the details of this story 
from the view of those on top.  There had 
never been an approach such as they were 
attemptingðthe rock was too hard to get 
through as quickly as necessary.  Rock of 
this density could take weeks and months to 
drill through.  But someone knew of a special 
compressor in the area that would make 
the drilling easier.  A man was contacted in 
Hamburg, New York, for permission to use 
it.  But soon the drill bit broke, and they had 
to send for a replacement from Roanoke, 
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Virginia.  While waiting, they were not 
idle.  There was urgency to their task.  Using 
satellite technology, a local man with a global 
positioning system (GPS), was able to pinpoint 
the minersô exact location.  Strategy sessions 
were held, and resources were gathered from 
all locations.  Gathering local knowledge and 
resources as well as imported resources, they 
devised an approach that had never been tried 
before.  Geology, mechanical engineering, 
medical technology and space science, as well 
as other disciplines, were joined together for 
the sole purpose of saving these nine men.  
Much of this planning took place while they 
waited for the new drill bit to arrive.  As they 
worked and waited, they understood it was 
very possible that the chance of getting to the 
miners in time was slim.  None of this caused 
them to waver in their effort.

Can you see the parallels between this 
story and that of the Church?  It is a much 
healthier and dynamic picture of the Church.  
The ñone holy Christian and apostolic 
Churchò is a team sent out by Christ with an 
urgent mission:  People are trappedðtrapped 
in bondage to sin, burdened with guilt, and 
facing unknown fears.  They live out their 
lives in darkness, helpless and unable to save 
themselves.  Time is short.  The work of 
bringing to them the life-saving message of 
Jesus requires our best and most coordinated 
effort as the one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We cannot sit idly by.  Nor can we 
be deterred when we think that the chances 
are slim.  Christ sends us out, empowered and 
gifted by His Spirit, for the sake of those who 
are lost.  There is no time for casual onlookers 
or those who merely want to talk about the 
mission.  It is a mission that will demand the 
use of every resource we can imagine.  It is 
a mission that requires the unity of a team in 
approaching the task.  We are told in Scripture:

“Now to each one the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for the common good” 
(1 Corinthians 12:6).
The Spirit has gifted each and every one 

of us with various spiritual gifts and abilities.  

These gifts are given to us for the common 
good.  God expects that we will use them to 
serve and bless His Church.  When we do 
not use the gifts that God has given us, the 
work of the entire team is diminished.  It 
may seem at times that what we are trying to 
accomplish is impossible.  Not enough time.  
Not enough resources.  Not enough knowledge 
or experience as to how to get it done. Yet 
lives are at stakeðeternally.  We are sent to do 
whatever we can in order for people trapped 
in sin to know the freedom that Christ offers.  
Christ who sends us will not allow us to be 
without the resources.  I agree with J. Hudson 
Taylor who said, ñDepend upon itðGodôs 
work done in Godôs way will never lack 
suppliesò (p. 101).

Those resources are available within the 
gifted community of His Body and in the 
world that surrounds us.  An example of this 
is seen in the 1500ôs.  Martin Luther often 
ranks in the top ýve of the most inþuential 
people over the last 1000 years.  Understand, 
though, that his effectiveness is due to the 
work and timing of the Spirit.  Forty-ýve years 
before Martin Luther nailed the Ninety-Five 
Theses to the door of the Castle Church, a 
German named Johannes Gutenberg invented 
the movable type printing press.  This 
allowed books, formerly copied one at a time 
by monks, to be printed in mass.  Lutherôs 
teachings and others to follow were spread 
throughout Europe because of Godôs use and 
timing with this invention.  ñGodôs work done 
in Godôs way will never lack supplies.ò  Isnôt 
it ironic that we now stand at the threshold of 
our mission with a technological invention as 
signiýcant today as Gutenbergôs printing press 
was in the 1500ôs?  Like the teams that worked 
together for the rescue of the nine miners, 
the one holy Christian and apostolic Church 
must also work as one, employing as many 
resources as are available to us for the rescue 
of lost souls. 

LC-MS President, Gerald Kieschnick, has 
laid out a vision before us that expresses this 
so well:  
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ñWe in the Lutheran Churchð
Missouri Synod have ONE Missionðto 
seek lost people for Christ!  We proclaim 
ONE Messageðthat Jesus Christ is the 
only Savior of the world!  We do so as 
ONE Peopleðunited by Godôs love in 
Jesus Christ.ò  

There are many things that can divide us 
within our own church.  There are, however, 
many more things that unite us. 

There is at least one other insight to be 
gained from the Quecreek Mine.  Let me share 
with you the words of John Brunner:

ñYet with all the advanced technology 
and equipment, the people who could 
provide the best advice were those who 
had been in those same mines before, 
especially those who had just escaped.  
They could tell the rescuers what the 
conditions were like and how best to 
reach those at risk.  Geology, mechanical 
engineering, medical technology, space 
science and several other disciplines were 
all applied.  But knowing what the miners 
were experiencing and what they needed 
in order to survive long enough to be 
saved was critical.  The only ones who 
really knew were the ones who themselves 
had been most recently in the dark.ò

We who walk in the faith and have been 
in the church for a while forget what it is like 
to be lost and living in despair.  I wonder 
how the church might be blessed to simply 
sit down with those who are recent converts 
and talk with them about what life is like now 
compared to their life without Christ.  It may 
be that some will say, ñI donôt know anyone 
who recently was lost.ò  This is very possible, 
because our circles can become so narrow at 
times.  Then we need to do whatever we can 
to ýnd some and speak with them.  If we do 
not have the people we need to rescue the lost, 
we need to ýnd them.  If we do not have the 
resources, we need to ask for them.  In the 
book of 1 Chronicles, this verse is recorded:  

“. . . men of Issachar, who understood the 
times and knew what Israel should do. . .” 
(12:32).  The church of today needs in its 
mission those who understand the times and 
what the church should do in light of it.

The mission before us is too large and too 
demanding for any one Christian or church 
to go it alone.  Whatever we can.  There are 
resources around us.  Just as the rescue of 
the nine miners utilized many disciplines, 
can we do any less when it comes to matters 
eternal?  How could your church partner with 
other churches in the community?  How could 
you partner in the support of missionaries 
with the LC-MS World Missions department?  
Whatever we can.  ñI believe in the one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church.ò  How can we 
place more emphasis on that word ñoneò in 
our efforts rather than the separate efforts of 
many churches?  One Message!  One Mission!  
One People! 

All of this is not to suggest that we can 
save anyone.  Only by the effort and work of 
the Holy Spirit does one come to the faith.  
None of us can talk someone into the faith or 
reason them into the faith.  This is His work.  
Mine is to present the opportunity for that 
Word to have its way with them.  Paul said, 

“How, then, can they call on the 
one they have not believed in? And how 
can they believe in the one of whom they 
have not heard?  And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them?  And 
how can they preach unless they are sent?  
As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news!’” (Romans 
10:14-15).
Jesus has given me a command.  He has 

given you the same command.  It is a mission 
that demands that we do whatever we can 
to reach the lost.  If we do not, then people 
around us and people we love will spend an 
eternity in hell. 

Did you catch the pictures of the ýnal 
moments when the nine miners made it to the 
surface?  Did you see how grimy and dirty 
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Challenge:   In what way could you join with other Christians in your congregation or your 
community to reach out in service to others in the name of Christ?  

Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 12

From the Book of Concord:  ñTherefore, if we want to consider our eternal election to salvation 
proýtably, we must always ýrmly and rigidly insist that, like the proclamation of repentance, so 
the promise of the gospel is universalis, that is, it pertains to all people (Luke 24[:47]). Therefore, 
Christ commanded preaching órepentance and the forgiveness of sins in his name to all nations.ô 
óFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Sonô for it (John 3[:16]). Christ has taken away 
the sins of the world (John 1[:29]); his þesh was given ófor the life of the worldô (John 6[:51]); 
his blood is óthe atoning sacriýce for . . . the whole worldô (1 John 1[:7; 2:2]). Christ said, óCome 
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you restô (Matt. 11[:
28]). óGod has imprisoned all in unbelief, that he might have mercy on allô (Rom. 11[:32]). óThe 
Lord does not want any to perish but all to come to repentanceô (2 Peter 3[:9]). He is óLord of all 
and is generous to all who call on himô (Rom. 10[:12]). óRighteousnessô comes óthrough faith in 
Christô to all and ófor all who believeô (Rom. 3[:22]). óThis is the will of the Father, that all who 
. . . believe in Christ shall have eternal lifeô (John 6[:39, 40]). Therefore, Christ commanded that 
the promise of the gospel must be proclaimed to all those to whom repentance is preached (Luke 
24[:47]; Mark 16[:15])ò (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article XI: Election, p. 645.28).

they were?  Did you happen to catch how 
grimy and dirty the rescuers were?  I will bet 
you, though, that to those nine, those who 
were standing above pulling the cage up to the 
surface had the most beautiful feet they had 
ever laid their eyes on.

Prayer:  Father, you did whatever you could 
to win me back.  You were even willing to 
give up your own Son.  I ask that you move us 
to love others as you have loved us so that we 
too are willing to do whatever we can to reach 
others in your name.  Amen.
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31Sent Out to a Shaken World
“When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and 
all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’” 

(Matthew 27:54)

December 26, 2004ðSunday morning.  
For most of us, the day was a quiet one.  The 
day after Christmas.  Time to look at the 
gifts again.  Time to pick up some of the 
mess.  Halfway around the world, an entirely 
different day was unfolding.  Five miles below 
the ocean, the most powerful earthquake in 
the last forty years shook the earth.  Literally, 
it shook the earth.  So powerful was this 
earthquake (new estimates have it at 9.3 on 
the Richter scale) that it slightly changed the 
rotation of the earth!

Earthquakes occur when tectonic plates 
that make up the earthôs surface shift.  The 
plates that move and grind and press on each 
other will at times slip and snap.  Earthquakes 
beneath the ocean þoor sometimes generate 
immense sea waves known as tsunamis.  
The temperature and pressure in the seabed 
increase, sending an energy surge through the 
water.  

The tsunami wave is not really a tidal 
wave as much as it is a power surge through 
the water.  A deadly wave of this type will 
move through the ocean at the speed of 
a jumbo jet.  Amazingly, to a boat on the 
surface, the wave is barely detectable. There 
is a wave on the surface, but it is not large by 
any description.  A tsunami wave can move 
across an entire ocean, as the one of December 
26 did in the Indian Ocean, in a matter of a 
few hours.  It is estimated that the force of an 
earthquake of this magnitude is equal to the 
explosion of one million atomic bombs.  

When this energy surge gets closer to 
shore, a telltale warning sign occurs:  the water 
near the shore will recede, and then the ocean 
returns to shore all the receding water plus the 
surge of energy generated by the earthquake.  
This momentary recession serves as a warning 
for some, but others are foolishly enticed to 
come in to where the water once was to collect 
the ýsh and the shells, only to be swept away 
in the onslaught of water that follows.  

On Maikhao Beach in northern Phuket, 
Thailand, a 10-year-old British girl named 
Tilly Smith had studied tsunamis in geography 
class at school and recognized the warning 
sign of the receding ocean.  She and her 
parents warned others on the beach, which was 
evacuated safely.

As the surge of water and waves comes 
forward, there is such force that everything 
is swept away in its power.  The wave itself 
will range from three feet to over 100 feet 
in height.  Along with the vast waves is the 
destructive high tide of water that comes 
behind it.  It is reported that palm trees 
were completely covered by water.  In the 
Alaskan Tsunami of 1964, the water rose up a 
mountainside to a height of more than 1,700 
feet.

At the moment, it is estimated that 
anywhere from 228,000 ï 310,000 people are 
thought to have died as a result of the 2004 
Tsunami, and the count is not yet complete.

All of this is beyond my comprehension.  
Yet, as unimaginable is the destruction and the 
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loss of life, the one fact that causes me even 
greater burden and tears is the question, ñWhat 
of their souls?ò

Many of the countries affected by this 
disaster are populated heavily by Hindus, 
Buddhists and Muslims.  What of their souls?  
The destruction and suffering inþicted by 
the tsunami is horriýc.  Yet that pales in 
comparison to the destruction and suffering 
that awaits those whose lives have been 
fractured from God by sin.  

“Do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, 
be afraid of the one who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).
A life fractured from God.  This is what 

sin does.  As with the rescue of the miners 
from Quecreek, I see a parallel in the disaster 
of December 26 for our spiritual lives.

The sin of Adam and Eve created a fault 
line.  It fractured many relationships. 

“Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the Lord God as he was walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden.  But the Lord God 
called to the man, ‘Where are you?’” 
(Genesis 3:8-9).  
What a sad and pitiful picture that is.  

Adam and Eve sin and now they are hiding 
behind the trees from the God who created 
them for fellowship and intimacy.  That is 
fractured.  Then as God talks with Adam and 
Eve, we hear:

“And he said, ‘Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
that I commanded you not to eat from?’   
The man said, ‘The woman you put here 
with me—she gave me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it’” (Genesis 3:11-12).
And so the blame game begins.  The 

oneness between man and woman has a 
huge fault line running through it.  The result 
of sin does not stop there.  There is more 
fracturingðthis time between man and the 
world that God wants him to manage.  

“Cursed is the ground because of 
you; through painful toil you will eat of it 
all the days of your life.  It will produce 
thorns and thistles for you, and you will 
eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat 
of your brow you will eat your food until 
you return to the ground, since from it you 
were taken. . .” (Genesis 3:17-19).
The fault lines that were caused by manôs 

disobedience have, like the slipping tectonic 
plates, released a power surge throughout the 
worldðfor all of time.  The Bible tells of the 
disastrous results of sin that continue to sweep 
over all generations:

“But mark this; there will be terrible 
times in the last days.  People will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to 
their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without 
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
having a form of godliness but denying its 
power.  Have nothing to do with them.” (2 
Timothy 3:1-5).
Often times, like it is with a tsunami wave, 

the destructive power of sin is not detected 
beneath the surface.  People go about their 
lives, engaging in sinful habits, unaware of 
the destructive power that lies underneath the 
surface.  As it gets closer to shore it begins 
to surface.  It is deceiving at ýrst because 
it offers something that entices people to 
come closer.  As they do, it then releases its 
destructive power over them, and they are 
swept away in its destructive path.  The pages 
of Scripture and of newspapers are ýlled with 
the carnage that is the result.

As those who have been sent into a world 
that is being shaken to its core, we must ask 
ourselves, ñWhat is our responsibility in 
the midst of this?ò  We are not untouched 
by the fault lines of sin.  Believers and non-
believers alike can be and are swept away in 
its destructive path. 
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It is reported that when the tsunami hit 
shore, many people were immediately killed.  
Others ran to their safety.  Still others ran 
safely away, only to return and help rescue 
those left behind and in danger of being killed.  
Out at sea there were sailing boats with people 
on board.  Actually, they were in a safe place.  
As this unfolded, those on board noticed some 
people being carried out to sea by the force of 
the tsunami.  Some on the boats helped them 
aboard, while others sailed away, not wanting 
to be involved and looking for a safe place to 
lay anchor.

Which of those two boats is Christôs 
view of the Church?   The one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church is sent with a mission 
into the world to rescue the lostðthose 
who are drowning in their guilt and shame.  
In the mission that He has given us, the 
Church is sent to cast the net of His grace 
and forgiveness to a world drowning in 
hopelessness and despair.  Long ago, God was 
so disgusted with the world that we read:

“The Lord was grieved that he had 
made man on the earth, and his heart was 
filled with pain.  So the Lord said, ‘I will 
wipe mankind, whom I have created, from 
the face of the earth—men and animals, 
and creatures that move along the ground, 
and birds of the air—for I am grieved that 
I have made them.’  But Noah found favor 
in the eyes of the Lord . . . God saw how 
corrupt the earth had become, for all the 
people on earth had corrupted their ways.  
So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put 
an end to all people, for the earth is filled 
with violence because of them; I am surely 
going to destroy both of them and the 
earth.  So make yourself an ark of cypress 
wood . . . But I will establish my covenant 
with you and you will enter the ark’” 
(Genesis 6:6-8, 12-13, 18).
It was by means of the ark that God saved 

the earth from complete destruction.  Today, 
God still desires to save the world through His 
chosen vessel, the ark of His Church. 

The power of sin has shaken the earth 
to its core, stronger and deeper than any 
earthquake ever recorded.  Peopleôs lives and 
homes are being shaken and torn apart daily.  
Into this world we are sentðsent with the 
message of another earthquake of even greater 
magnitude than that of sin or of the tsunami 
in the Indian Ocean.  Ours is the message of 
how God is shaking the world to its core.  It 
is actually a message of two earthquakes by 
which God is shaking the very foundations of 
the world:

“And when Jesus had cried out again 
in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  At 
that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom.  The earth 
shook and the rocks split” (Matthew 27:
50-51).
Then three days later, another earthquake 

was felt throughout the world:
“There was a violent earthquake, 

for an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back 
the stone and sat on it” (Matthew 28:2).
The Cross and the Tomb shook the 

earth.  More than just the earth, these two 
earthquakes shook loose the hold Satan had on 
us.  They also shook loose the power and grip 
of death.  The aftershock of those two óquakes 
was still felt 50 days later on Pentecost when 
the Spirit, sent from Jesus, came upon the 
disciples, and their witness from that time 
forward would shake the world upside down.  
The aftershock of those two earthquakes is 
still being felt today in our lives. 

On the day before we were going to bury 
my dad, I can remember standing above his 
open grave and saying out loud, ñYou hold 
nothing over me or over my dad.  You could 
not hold onto the body of Jesus.  Nor will you 
be able to hold onto the body of anyone who is 
in Jesus!ò 

“When the perishable has been 
clothed with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality, then the saying 
that is written will come true; Death has 
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been swallowed up in victory.  Where O 
death is your victory?  Where O death, is 
your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be 
to God!  He gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my dear 
brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move 
you.  Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord, because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 
Corinthians 15:54-58).
Be steadfast.  Let nothing move you.  The 

world is being shaken at its core by the fault 
lines of sin.  Be steadfast.  Let nothing move 
you.  There are many things that can shake our 
world.  Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean or, close 
to home, the death of a loved one or an illness.  
Our conýdence in the midst of a shaken world 
is that the earthquakes that surrounded His 
cruciýxion and resurrection provide us with an 
unshakable foundation, enabling us to say: 

“God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever present help in trouble.  Therefore 
we will not fear though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the 

sea, though its waters roar and foam and 
the mountains quake with their surging.  
There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, the holy place where the 
Most High dwells.  God is within her, she 
will not fall; God will help her at break 
of day.  Nations are in uproar, kingdoms 
fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.  
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our fortress.  Come and see the 
works of the Lord, the desolations he has 
brought on the earth.  He makes wars 
cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks 
the bow and shatters the spear, he burns 
the shields with fire.  Be still and know 
that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.  
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our fortress” (Psalm 46).

Prayer:  O God, you are my Rock.  In a world 
shaken by sin, I stand on the steadfast promise 
of your Word.  Kingdoms and powers will 
tumble but you, O God, and your Holy City 
stand secure.  Yours alone is the Kingdom and 
power and glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Challenge:  Is there someone in your life who has been shaken and would beneýt from receiving 
a note from you with the words of Psalm 46?

Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 15

From the Book of Concord:  ñThis inherited sin has caused such a deep, evil corruption 
of nature that reason does not comprehend it; rather, it must be believed on the basis of the 
revelation in the Scriptures (Ps. 51[:5] and Rom. 5[:12]; Exod. 33[:20]; Gen. 3[:6ff.]). Therefore, 
the scholastic theologians have taught pure error and blindness against this article:

1. That after the fall of Adam the natural powers of the human being have remained 
whole and uncorrupted, and that each human being possesses by nature sound reason and 
a good will, as the philosophers teach.

2. That the human being has a free will, either to do good and reject evil or to reject 
good and do evil.

3. That the human being is able, by using natural powers, to keep and carry out every 
command of God.
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4. That human beings are able, using natural powers, to love God above all things 
and their neighbors as themselves.

5. That if human beings do as much as is in their power, then God will certainly give 
grace to them.

6. That if someone wants to go to the sacrament, it is not necessary to have a proper 
intention to do good, but it is enough for that person not to have an evil intention to 
commit sin, because human nature is so completely good and the sacrament is so 
powerful.

7. That there is no basis in Scripture that the Holy Spirit with his grace is necessary 
for performing a good work.

These and many similar things have arisen from a lack of understanding and 
ignorance about both sin and Christ our Savior. We cannot tolerate these purely pagan 
teachings, because, if these teachings were right, then Christ has died in vain. For there 
would be no defect or sin in humankind for which he had to dieðor else he would have 
died only for the body and not for the soul, because the soul would be healthy and only 
the body would be subject to deathò  (Smalcald Articles, p. 311.3-11).
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32Sent Out With a Purpose
“For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; 

he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.”  (Acts 13:36)

What a great obituary.  ñDavid had served 
Godôs purpose.ò  That is the way I want it 
to be read when I die:  ñBarry served Godôs 
purpose.ò  

Unfortunately, it is not always that way.  
There is so much that demands our attention.  
So much that distracts and takes us off course.  
The greatest hindrance, however, is when a 
person or a church has no idea of what their 
purpose is in life.  This happens more often 
than not.

Dr. Hugh Moorhead, a philosophy 
professor at Northeastern Illinois University, 
wrote to 250 of the worldôs best philosophers, 
scientists, writers, intellectuals and key 
thinkers, asking them, ñWhat is the meaning 
of life?ò  Some offered their best guess and 
others admitted that they just made up a 
purpose.  Others were pretty straight-forward 
and said they had no idea.  Some of them 
wrote to him and asked him to write back and 
tell them if he discovered the purpose of life 
(Chicago Review Press, 1988).

Knowing the purpose for which you exist 
is the key to living a productive and fruitful 
life.  This is true for individuals, as it is true 
for congregations.

The effective churches are those who 
minister with a sense of purpose, evaluating 
everything in light of that purpose.  Those 
individuals that I have known whose lives 
have been fruitful and productive live with an 
inner awareness that God has sent them into 
this world to accomplish something.

When I consider the life of Jesus, I see 
Him in this way.  He lived each day with an 
awareness of being sent.  From the Gospel 
of John, this becomes so apparent.  Read the 
verses that follow slowly and thoughtfully.  
Ponder and reþect on what they reveal about 
the life of Jesus:

“Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do 
the will of Him who sent me, and to finish 
His work’” (4:34).

“By myself I can do nothing; I judge 
only as I hear, and my judgment is just, 
for I seek not to please myself but him who 
sent me” (5:30).

“For I have come down from heaven 
not to do my will but to do the will of him 
who sent me” (6:38).

“But I know him because I am from 
him and he sent me” (7:29).

“The one who sent me is with me; he 
has not left me alone, for I always do what 
pleases him” (8:29).

“As long as it is day, we must do 
the work of him who sent me.  Night is 
coming, when no one can work” (9:4).

“Then Jesus cried out, ‘When a man 
believes in me, he does not believe in me 
only, but in the one who sent me.  When he 
looks at me, he sees the one who sent me’” 
(12:44-45).



50 Days Ablaze - Send120 50 Days Ablaze - Send 121

“For I did not speak of my own 
accord, but the Father who sent me 
commanded me what to say and how to 
say it” (12:49).

“I tell you the truth, whoever accepts 
anyone I send accepts me; and whoever 
accepts me accepts the one who sent me” 
(13:20).

“Now this is eternal life: that that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent” (17:3).

“For I gave them the words you gave 
me and they accepted them.  They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they 
believed that you sent me” (17:8).

“As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world” (17:18).

“Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with 
you!  As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you’” (20:21).

What was it like to hang out with Him on 
a daily basis, constantly hearing Him refer to 
His being sent?  It would have to rub off on 
those He was with during those three years.  It 
did.  Years later, the inþuence of Jesus can be 
heard through Peterôs words when he wrote: 

 “But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you of darkness into his 
wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, 
but now you are the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10).
Peter did not always see things this way.  

In the beginning, when Jesus asked him to 
become a ýsher of men, Peterôs response was 
to ask Jesus to get out of the boat.  Now, here 
is Peter with that same inner sense of being 
sent by God to carry out a speciýc mission in 
life. 

As Jesus lived out His life with a clear 
sense of being sent by the Father, He then 

sent not only Peter, but you and me and 
every church that bears His name into the 
world.  In years past, the emphasis in the 
local church was placed more on supporting 
those missionaries who had been sent into the 
mission ýeld.  In a world that has changed 
and now resembles more the world of the 
ýrst century, the vision needs to be raised up 
within each church that every member is a 
missionary.

 Think of it in this way:  Wherever you 
go in the day aheadðto the ofýce or to the 
classroom or to the mallðgo into the day as 
one who is sent.  How would it change your 
routine to go with the sense of being sent?  It 
was that sense of purpose that compelled Jesus 
each and every day.  It is that sense of purpose 
that He now places before us when He says, 

“As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you” (John 20:21).
 This is the sense I get when I read these 

well known words of Ephesians 2: 
“For we are God’s workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to 
do” (vs. 10).
Imagine going into each day, sent by God, 

looking for those opportunities to do good 
works that He prepared for you before you 
were even born.  That has a way of changing 
the outlook of a day into one that is loaded 
with possibilities and purpose.

The life of Jesus was deýned and guided 
by the knowledge that He was sent by the 
Father.  This was always on His mind.  It kept 
Him accountable and focused.  What makes us 
think that it is any different for us?  When we 
lose this sense of being sent, as a church or as 
individuals, we run the danger of being taken 
off course by many distractions.  The result?  
Our life, or our ministry, is unproductive.  In 
Titus 3:14, God says, 

“Our people must learn to devote 
themselves to doing what is good, in order 
that they may provide for daily necessities 
and not live unproductive lives.” 
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Challenge:   Write on an index card, ñAs the Father has sent me, I am sending youò (John 20:
21).    Carry the card with you throughout the day and place it somewhere to remind you of being 
sent into this day in His name.

Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 2

From the Book of Concord:  ñThis teaching states that in his intention and counsel God had 
preordained the following:

 1. That the human race has been truly redeemed and reconciled with God through 
Christ, who has merited with his innocent obedience, suffering, and death both the 
righteousness that avails before God [Rom. 1:17; 3:21ï26; 2 Cor. 5:21] and eternal life.

2. That this merit and the beneýts of Christ are to be offered, given, and distributed to 
us through his Word and sacraments.

 3. That God wills to be effective and active in us with his Holy Spirit through 
the Word, when it is preached, heard, and meditated on, to convert our hearts to true 
repentance, and to enlighten them in true faith.

4. That he wills to make righteous all those who in true repentance accept Christ by 
faith, and he wills to receive them into grace as children and heirs of eternal life.

 We know all too well the stories of those 
who lost focus along the way.  John Stott 
expresses it this way:

ñThe Christian landscape is strewn 
with the wreckage of derelict, half-built 
towersðthe ruins of those who began 
to build and were unable to ýnish.  For 
thousands of people still ignore Christôs 
warning and undertake to follow him 
without ýrst pausing to reþect on the 
cost of doing so.  The result is the great 
scandal of Christendom today, so-called 
ónominal Christianity.ô  In countries to 
which Christian civilization has spread, 
large numbers of people have covered 
themselves with a decent but thin veneer 
of Christianity.  They have allowed 
themselves to become somewhat involved, 
enough to be respectable but not enough 
to be uncomfortable.  Their religion is a 
great, soft cushion.  It protects them from 
the hard unpleasantness of life, while 
changing its place and shape to suit their 

convenience.  No wonder the cynics speak 
of hypocrites in the church and dismiss 
religion as escapismò (p. 108).

Enough for nominal Christianity and its 
thin veneer in our lives.  Just as many in Dr. 
Moorheadôs survey wanted to hear back as to 
whether he discovered anything about lifeôs 
purpose, the world is eager to learn from 
people of purpose.  More importantly, God is 
looking for people who will enter into this day 
with the awareness that He has sent them with 
a purpose.  When our hearts are ablaze with 
His purpose, the world will take notice that we 
too have been with Jesus. 

Go ahead, put your name in the blank:  
ñ___________________ served Godôs 
purpose.ò  Let it begin with this day.  One day 
at a timeðwouldnôt it be great to be able to 
say that in this day you served Godôs purpose?

Prayer:  Jesus, as you were sent by your 
Father, you now send me.  Help me this day to 
serve your purpose for your glory.  Amen.
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5. That he wills to sanctify in love those whom he has justiýed, as St. Paul says in 
Ephesians 1[:4].

 6. That he wills to protect them in their great weakness against the devil, the world, 
and the þesh, to guide and lead them in his ways, to lift them up when they fall, and to 
comfort and preserve them in crosses and trials.

 7. That he wills to strengthen and increase in them the good work that he has begun 
in them and to preserve them to the end, when they abide in Godôs Word, pray diligently, 
persevere in Godôs goodness, and faithfully use the gifts they have received.

8. That he wills, ýnally, to save and glorify forever in eternal life those whom he 
has elected, called, and justiýedò (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article XI: 
Election, pp. 643-644.14-22).
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33The Sending Church
“In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabus, Simeon called 

Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and 
Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart 
for me Barnabus and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’  So after they had 

fasted and prayed they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” (Acts 13:1-3)

When you read through the Acts of the 
Apostles, you almost need a Trip Tik from 
AAA to map the way of all the journeys.  This 
is a church on the move.  It is a very unique 
church.  It is a sending church.

Not every church could be described in 
this way.  Many churches offer great worship, 
meaningful Bible studies, and Christ-centered 
ministry to those who enter.  That is the key:  
ñto those who enter.ò  The ministry is for those 
who enter.  There is very little sending that 
occurs.

What are the distinguishing marks of a 
sending church?  Look closely at the model 
offered in Acts 13:

“In the church at Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers: Barnabus, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
(who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch) and Saul.”
Now I know the temptation is to whiz 

through those names.  Just another list of 
tough names to pronounce.  There is, however, 
some great insight to be gained by looking 
closer.  These men involved in ministry and 
teaching were quite a mixed group, to say 
the least.  Barnabus was from the island of 
Cyprus.  Simeon was also named Niger, which 
is a Latin term meaning ñblack skinned.ò  
Lucius was from Cyrene, which was west of 
Egypt on the coast of Africa.  His name was 
Greek, and so there is the strong possibility 

that he was a Gentile.  Manaen was a member 
of high society, having grown up with Herod 
the tetrarch.  Then there is Saul with all of 
his credentials in education and rabbinical 
training.  Right there in the middle of multi-
cultural and urban Antioch, the Roman capital 
of Syria, is a church with a leadership team 
that reþects the community that surrounds it.

“While they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting.”  This community was marked 
by worshiping and fasting.  The discipline 
of fasting is not practiced by many today.  
It does, however, have deep roots within 
Scripture.

“Fasting confirms our utter 
dependence upon God by finding in him 
a source of sustenance beyond food.  
Through it, we learn by experience that 
God’s word to us is a life substance, that 
it is not food alone that gives life, but also 
the words that proceed from the mouth of 
God” (Matthew 4:4). 
We learn that we too have meat to eat 

that the world does not know about (John 4:
32, 34).  Fasting unto our Lord is therefore 
feastingðfeasting on Him and on doing His 
will (Willard, p. 166).

This simple reference to worshiping and 
fasting reveals a church that humbly depends 
not on its own resources and ideas, but on 
Godôs Word to guide them.  It is of no surprise 
then that, in the midst of this, the Holy Spirit 
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gives them speciýc guidance as to what they 
should do.  Sending churches wait on the 
Lord, expecting to be guided by His will.

“Set apart for me Barnabus and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.  
So after they had fasted and prayed, they 
placed their hands on them and sent them 
off.”  
 Sending churches are not possessive.  

They are willing to let go of some of their best 
leaders if this is the will of God.  Prompted by 
the Spirit, they ýrst pray and fast again.  There 
is the need within them to make sure this is 
of God.  Conýrmed in this, they send off two 
strong leaders so that the Word about Christ 
can spread to the outer most parts of the world. 

Sending churches are not selýsh about 
their resources.  They are willing to share for 
the sake of the kingdom.  They understand and 
follow the encouragement of John when he 
said to another church, 

“Dear friend, you are faithful in 
what you are doing for the brothers, even 
though they are strangers to you.  They 
have told the church about your love.  You 
will do well to send them on their way 
in a manner worthy of God.  It was for 
the sake of the Name that they went out, 
receiving no help from the pagans.  We 
ought therefore to show hospitality to such 
men so that we may work together for the 
truth” (3 John 5-8).
This is one of the many things that I have 

so respected about St. Luke.  Over the years, 
this congregation has been willing to send 
out its staff and give ten percent of paid staff 
time for work in the Kingdom at large.  This 
attitude of unselýshness is a blessing to the 
Kingdom and a reþection of the Triune God 
Himself.

The very nature of God, who is the 
Head of the Church, is that He is a sending 
God.  Everything about God is outward.  
The opposite of God would be sin, where 
everything is turned inward on self.  Think 
about the Triune God for a moment.  The 

Father says, ñLook at my Son; isnôt He 
something?ò  Jesus says, ñI am here to do the 
Fatherôs will and bring glory to Him.ò  The 
Spirit comes to bear witness and testimony not 
to Himself but to Jesus.  Everything about God 
is outward and focused on others, including 
you and me.  

“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son. . . .” 
The very foundation of the Old Testament 

Church reþects this outward, sending 
movement of God.  Look at the life of 
Abraham or Moses and you will see God 
sending them out to strange lands or into 
Egypt to free His people.  God does not sit 
still.  Nor does His Church.

Should it surprise us, then, that following 
Pentecost, God seeks to send His Church into 
the world?  When they are slow on the take 
to do that, God allows for the persecution of 
Christians, forcing their hand to go out into the 
remote parts of the world.

At the center of mission is the sense 
that life is to be lived away from ourselves.  
Mission involves the willingness to leave our 
comfort zone, knowing that where we go, we 
take with us the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.

Sending churches do not seek to raise up 
members as much as they seek to raise up 
missionariesðthose who live as Jesus did, 
with an awareness that they are sent.  Sending 
churches operate with a different scorecard 
in measuring their effectiveness.  Rather 
than asking how many people were seated 
in church on a Sunday, they are asking how 
many people were sent out as missionaries.  
Reggie McNeal puts it this way: 

ñA missionary church culture will 
need to begin keeping score on things 
different from what we measure now.  
These may include how many ministry 
initiatives we are establishing in the 
streets, how many conversations we 
are having with pre-Christians, how 
many volunteers we are releasing into 
local and global mission projects aimed 
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at community transformation, how 
many congregations are starting to 
reach different populations, how many 
congregations use our facilities, how many 
languages (ethnic and generational) we 
worship in, how many community groups 
use our facilities, how many church 
activities target people who arenôt here 
yet, how many hours per week members 
spend in ministry where they work, go to 
school and get mailò (p. 67).

The sending church not only reþects 
the heart of the Trinity and the model of the 
Church in the Book of Acts, the sending 
church is evolving as a key piece in the 
mission strategy of the Lutheran Churchð
Missouri Synod.  Consider these numbers:

¶ In 2004, seven new career missionary 
families were placed.  That brings the 
total of career missionary families to 
81, covering 32 countries.  As more 
and more nationals are trained on 
location, fewer and fewer full-time 
missionaries will be needed.  This 
is not to say that full-time will be 
eliminated; in fact more and more are 
needed in one of the largest mission 
ýelds, right here in the United States.

¶ In 2004, the LC-MS sent 43 short-
term volunteer missionaries to ýelds 
for one week to six months of service.  
It is anticipated that this number will 
grow rapidly in the next few years.

¶ In 2004, 41 long-term missionaries 
were placed for six months to a two-
year service.  78 were requested, and 
there are 200+ opportunities.

What does all of this tell us about the 
future?  The money crunch that makes 
many wring their hands at the cutbacks may 
also bring about great blessing.  Just as the 
persecution in Jerusalem forced the hand of 
the early Christians, so these days force us 

to ýnd alternative ways to proclaim Christ to 
the nations.  The sending church will play a 
key role in fulýlling the Great Commission 
in the future.  Sending out teams of voluntary 
missionaries from our midst, we follow after 
the example of our ancestors in the Church in 
Antioch two thousand years ago.  

It may be that within your midst there is 
no one evident that could be sent at this time.  
There are, however, opportunities for the local 
church to ñadoptò and support missionaries 
through a program in the LC-MS called 
ñTogether In Mission.ò  More information can 
be found at www.lcmsworldmission.org or 
calling 1-800-248-1930.

What would it take for your congregation 
to become more of a sending church?  What 
are the marks of that church in Acts 13 that 
characterize your church right now?  In prayer, 
ask God for His guidance and empowerment 
to make this more of a present reality.  In 
conversation, speak with other members and 
the leaders as to what steps can be taken to 
move toward this in your ministry.  Those who 
belong to a sending church or who desire to 
see their church become one will be open to 
either being asked to be the one sent out or 
then staying behind and releasing others to 
go, supporting them with their prayers and 
offerings.  

The sending church is not the work of a 
few, but the ministry of the entire Body.  The 
sending church understands that it is not about 
them.  It is about God.  It is His ministry.  It is 
His mission.  The Spirit said to those gathered 
in Antioch, “Set apart for me. . . .”  The 
sending church understands that everything 
they do and everything they possess is for 
Him.  To God alone be the glory.

Prayer:  O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, your 
very nature is to send out and give to others.  
May your Holy Church on Earth reþect this 
likeness by sending out into the world those 
who bear your name and message.  May it be 
so within your Church, beginning with me 
today.  Amen.
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Challenge:  What can you do to support the sending out of missionaries?  Investigate ways 
that you and your church can support the LCMS missionary efforts through prayers, gifts or 
volunteers from your own congregation.

Scripture Reading:  Acts 13

From the Book of Concord:   ñóSince, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe.ô Acts 11[:14]: ó[Peter] will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.ô Romans 10[:17]: óSo faith arises from the proclamation, 
and proclamation comes through Godôs word.  John 17[:17, 20]: óSanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. I ask on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word. Therefore, the eternal Father calls from heaven regarding his dear Son and all who 
proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins in his name, óListen to him!ô (Matt. 17[:
5]). All who want to be saved should listen to this proclamation. For the proclamation and the 
hearing of Godôs Word are the Holy Spiritôs tools, in, with, and through which he wills to works 
effectively and convert people to God and within whom he wants to effect both the desire for and 
the completion of their conversionò (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article II: Free 
Will, pp. 553-554.51-52).
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34Sent to Babylon or Jerusalem?
“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as 

shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16)

It is no secret that I like history and enjoy 
teaching it whenever I have the chance.  So 
letôs begin with a little history of Israel.  
Sounds exciting, doesnôt it?  O.K.ðI will keep 
it to 350 words.  Count them if you want.

It begins with Abraham.  He is the father 
of Isaac, who is the father of Jacob, who 
is the father of twelve sons that form the 
nation of Israel.  Eventually they end up in 
Egypt in slavery for a few hundred years.  
Miraculously, they escape.  At Mt. Sinai they 
are given moral teachings and laws that have 
never been touched by any other society.  
After 40 years, they enter some of the most 
controversial land on the planetðback then 
and now.  It is the crossroads for anyone 
going anywhere.  They fought off one enemy 
after another.  No fancy governing structure, 
they raised up one judge after another to save 
the day when they were in chaos.  Finally, 
they recognize that they need something 
more unifying and so they look for a king.  
Eventually, one kingðDavidðleads them to 
establish a holy city and a temple that would 
be the envy of everyone.  The temple became 
the center of their life.  It replaced the portable 
tent of meeting.  Their identity and faith were 
shaped in this culture and city of faith.  

As the years pass, the family of Israel 
begins to ýghtðactually, continues to 
ýghtðwith each other.  This leads to two 
kingdoms:  Israel and Judah.  North and South.  
Two kingdoms, two kings.  Not only is there 
division among the tribes, but they continue 

to mess with idols, and their hearts drift from 
God.  Prophets are sent to warn them, ñShape 
up or ship out.ò  They donôt listen.  One 
kingdom is overpowered and taken away.  
You would think the other would learn, but 
nope.  In 587 the armies of Nebuchadnezzar 
overpower them and take them away to 
Babylon.  The temple is leveled.  The kings 
are gone.  The leaders and priests are led away 
in chains.  There is not much left.  Their land 
is taken away from them.  Everything that was 
familiar to them is gone.  They are exiles in a 
foreign land.  Their faith is not the only one of 
the land.  

That is about it.  Much of the Old 
Testament revolves around that story.  
Prophets are sent to warn them and to offer 
them hope.  Others, like Daniel who lived 
during this time of exile, are shining stars in 
the midst of a pagan culture.

375 wordsðO.K., blame the extra 25 on 
all that ýghting of the two kingdoms.

I wanted to review that history for this 
reason:  Much of Israelôs life and history 
are spent living in Babylon more than in 
Jerusalem.  They spend more of their time in 
an ñunchurchedò city and culture than they do 
in a ñchurchedò one.

That is what it is like for many of us.  
The history of our Lutheran church is that it 
began in Germany in a churched culture.  The 
church was at the center of town and was at 
the center of life.  This is the way it was for 
many of us growing up right here in America.  
Back in the 50ôs and the 60ôs, the church held 
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a position of inþuence in society.  The church 
was at the center of American life.  Not any 
more.  It is not ñJerusalemò that we are living 
in.  We are in ñBabylon.ò  If America was 
once a Christian nation, it is no longer.  I was 
raised learning how to relate to Catholics and 
Presbyterians and Methodists.  The world I 
now live in calls me to give an account of my 
faith to the Muslim, the atheist, the New-Ager 
and my friend who believes that all roads lead 
to heaven.  That is the mission ýeld we live in 
these days.

I was raised in a time when if someone 
said, ñThus says God,ò most people would 
perk up and listen like it were E. F. Hutton.  
The world I now live in rejects any and all 
absolute truths.  It is not politically correct.  
How do I respond to that culture?

On a congregational levelðhow do we 
engage with a culture that embraces those 
things that are ñuncleanò to us?  How do we 
relate to other Christians who do not share the 
same articles of faith as to what our church 
teaches and confesses?

Living in Babylon is confusing.  Living in 
Babylon is uncomfortable.  Jesus understood 
this when He sent out the disciples.  He said, 

“I am sending you out like sheep 
among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd 
as snakes and as innocent as doves” 
(Matthew 10:16).
 Living in Babylon has an advantage.  It 

offers us the opportunity to be salt and light in 
a way that Jerusalem does not.  Letôs not run 
away from this too fast.  In fact, letôs ýnd a 
way to engage with it.

If you want to gain some insight on how 
to live in Babylon, take some time to read 
Daniel.  There are few in the Bible that I know 
who shine like he does.  As the Church of the 
twenty-ýrst century is sent into Babylon, there 
is much we can learn from him.  Consider 
these verses in Scripture:

  “Among these were some from 
Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah.  The chief official gave them new 

names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; 
to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, 
Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.  But 
Daniel resolved not to defile himself with 
the royal food and wine, and he asked the 
chief official for permission not to defile 
himself this way” (Daniel 1:6-8).
Daniel and his friends were given good 

jobs in the kingôs palace.  Daniel, however, 
refused to deýle himself with the things of the 
world, including the new name given to him.  
His friends take on Babylonian names that we 
are quite familiar with:  Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego.  Daniel would not bite on that.  
He kept to his own name.  He would not bend 
or compromise.  That is what it takes when 
you live in Babylon and not Jerusalem.

The next verse is found in Daniel 1:21:  
“And Daniel remained there until the first year 
of King Cyrus.”  As pagan and ungodly as 
the culture might have been, Daniel remained 
in the public sphere.  He was at home in the 
public place, engaging the world as the place 
to do Godôs work.  The apostolic Church of 
the twenty-ýrst century does not necessarily 
need more workers in the church but more 
missionaries to engage the world in the market 
place.

The third verse is in Daniel 9:3:  “So 
I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with 
him in prayer and petition, in fasting and in 
sackcloth and ashes.”  

Daniel did this regularly through the day.  
He understood that “our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12).

The enemy is not the person you work 
with or the selýsh powers that might be in 
control.  The enemy is Satan himself, and so 
we must be constantly in prayer if we are to 
remain strong while living in Babylon.

“If we are thrown into the blazing 
furnace, the God we serve is able to save 
us from it, and he will rescue us from your 
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hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we 
want you to know, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of 
gold you have set up” (Daniel 3:17).
 Danielôs heart and mind had already 

decided to whom he was committed, no matter 
what.  No one or nothing else would grab hold 
of his allegiance and loyalty.  When you are 
living in Babylon, it is important to remember 
that your life is lived out before an audience of 
One.

Daniel did well in Babylon because he 
was spiritually bilingual and bifocal.  He 
knew the language of two kingdomsðthat 
of Nebuchadnezzar and that of the King of 
Kings.  Apostolic Christians and apostolic 
churches of the twenty-ýrst century need to be 
bilingual as well if we are going to be salt and 
light.

Daniel was also bifocal in vision.  He saw 
things clearly both near and far away.  He 
understood that the things around him were 
temporary.  He understood that many of those 
things could take him off course and so he 
willingly refused to deýle himself with their 
use.  He wanted to be in the world but not of 
it.  He also saw things far off.  He knew that 
there was only one King he needed to bow 
before and to whom he would one day give 

an account of his life.  Therefore, he had no 
desire to bow the knee or his heart before 
anyone else.

It is often reported that Luther said he had 
only two days on his calendarð ñtodayò and 
ñthat day.ò  He wanted to invest today toward 
that dayðthe Day of Judgment.  Why worry 
about tomorrow or yesterday?  Only two days 
really matter:  ñtodayò and ñthat day.ò  For 
many of us, ñthat dayò was settled long ago.  
On the Cross, when our judgment fell on 
Christ, ñthat dayò is no longer to be feared.  
But what of those who have no relationship 
with Christ?  How can we spend ñtodayò for 
ñthat dayò on their behalf?

We are not living in Jerusalem anymore.  
But, that is not all bad.  Living in Babylon 
gives us the opportunity to shine in a most 
important way.  

“Those who are wise will shine like 
the brightness of the heavens, and those 
who lead many to righteousness, like the 
stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3).

Prayer:  Father, as I go into a world that is 
more like Babylon than Jerusalem, help me to 
live with two days on my calendarðòtodayò 
and ñthat day.ò  Help me to invest today 
toward helping others to be prepared for that 
day.  In Jesusô name.  Amen.

Challenge:  Daniel had set times to pray each day.  In the next 24 hours, set aside three speciýc 
times to pray in quiet and solitude.

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 10

From the Book of Concord:  ñóThe coming of Godôs kingdom to usô takes place in two ways: 
ýrst, it comes here, in time, through the Word and faith, and second, in eternity, it comes through 
the ýnal revelation. Now, we ask for both of these things: that it may come to those who are not 
yet in it and that, by daily growth here and in eternal life hereafter, it may come to us who have 
attained it. All this is nothing more than to say: óDear Father, we ask you ýrst to give us your 
Word, so that the gospel may be properly preached throughout the world and then that it may also 
be received in faith and may work and dwell in us, so that your kingdom may pervade among us 
through the Word and the power of the Holy Spirit and the devilôs kingdom may be destroyed so 
that he may have no right or power over us until ýnally his kingdom is utterly eradicated and sin, 
death, and hell wiped out, that we may live forever in perfect righteousness and blessednessôò 
(The Large Catechism, The Second Petition of the Lordôs Prayer, p. 447.53-54).
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35Send Me
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8)

There are many things I love about 
childrenôs sermons.  Kids have such freedom 
in expressing themselves.  I am sure that many 
parents hold their breath, wondering what their 
child might say or reveal that would embarrass 
the family.  One of the things I particularly 
enjoy is when I ask for a volunteer.  Before 
I can even say what it is that I want them to 
do, the hands go up:  ñPick me . . . pick me . 
. . please. . . .ò  It matters not  what the task.  
They just want to be picked.

This is the spirit I see in Isaiah as he 
stands before the Lord.  Before he even knows 
what God wants, his hand shoots up like some 
preschooler:  ñPick me . . . pick me . . . please 
. . . .ò

All of the mission responses we have 
looked at over these last 34 days are empty 
without this kind of heart.  Jesus said, 

“These people honor me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me.  
They worship me in vain; their teachings 
are but rules taught by men” (Matthew 
15:8-9).  
The heart of one who is willing to be sent 

out reþects this unrestrained joyous surrender 
to the will of God. 

Getting to that point is no small thing.  
There is so much that can stand in the way.  
Look at Isaiah.  Listen to how it was for him:  

“In the year that King Uzziah died, 
I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high 
and exalted, and the train of his robe filled 
the temple.  Above him were seraphs, 

each with six wings:  With two wings they 
covered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they were flying.  
And they were calling to one another: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’  At the 
sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke.  ‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘ I am 
ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty.’  Then one of the seraphs flew 
to me with a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with tongs from the altar.  
With it he touched my mouth and said, 
‘See, this has touched your lips; your guilt 
is taken away and your sin atoned for.’  
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send?  And who will go for 
us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’” 
(Isaiah 6:1-8).
What happened?  How does Isaiah move 

from ñWoe is me!  I am ruined!ò to ñHere 
am I.  Send me!ò?  That is quite a jump.  
Knowing the answer is foundational to any 
church becoming a sending church or any 
Christian living with that inner sense that they 
are sent on a mission from God.  As a way of 
approaching this, letôs use the word HOLY as 
an acrostic to show the way in which Isaiah 
was able to move from fear to faith, and from 
guilt to grace.
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“I saw the Lord seated on a throne, 
high and exalted, and the train of his robe 
filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, 
each with six wings:  With two wings they 
covered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they were flying” 
(Isaiah 6:1-2).
Worship is about Him.  He has created 

us so that we might delight in Him and give 
praise to Him.

“Shout for joy to the Lord all the 
earth.  Serve the Lord with gladness; 
come before him with joyful songs.  Know 
that the Lord is God.  It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are his people, the 
sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name.  
For the Lord is good and his love endures 
forever; his faithfulness continues through 
all generations” (Psalm 100).
Do you notice how many times the 

pronoun he or him or his is mentioned?  Life 
is all about Him.  Worship is all about Him.  
Rick Warren expresses it this way: 

 ñItôs not about you.  The purpose 
of your life is far greater than your own 
personal fulýllment, your peace of mind, 
or even your happiness.  Itôs far greater 
than your family, your career, or even 
your wildest dreams and ambitions.  If 
you want to know why you were placed 
on this planet, you must begin with God.  
You were born by his purpose and for his 
purposeò (p. 17).

So often I want to make it about me:  My 
needs.  My hurts.  My joys.  Matt Redman has 
written a song that reminds me of this each 
time I sing it.  Here is a portion of that song:

The Heart of Worship
When the music fades 

And all is stripped away
And I simply come 

Longing just to bring
Something thatôs of worth 

That will bless Your heart

Iôll bring You more than a song 
For a song in itself

Is not what You have required. 
You search much deeper within

Through the way things appear. 
Youôre looking into my heart.

Iôm coming back to the heart of worship
And itôs all about You.

 Itôs all about You, Jesus.
Iôm sorry. Lord, for the thing Iôve made it
 When itôs all about You,
 Itôs all about You, Jesus.

When our worship is about Him, then 
He will be revealed to us in all of His glory 
and power.  “I saw the Lord.”  Those four 
words speak volumes as to what worship is all 
about.  He reveals Himself to us in His Word 
and within the Sacraments.  He speaks to us 
and serves us before we can even open our 
mouths.  Itôs all about you, Jesus. 

 

 “And they were calling to one another, 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’  At the 
sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke” (Isaiah 6:3-4).
Isaiah has entered this moment ýlled with 

grief and fear.  King Uzziah was dead.  As 
far as kings go, he had done well by Israel 
in many ways.  Since David, he was the best 
king that sat on the throne.  His reign had 
been for 52 years.  There had been a feeling 
of security with him.  Now the future of Israel 

H Him

O Omnipotence and Omnipresence
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is uncertain.  Israel is deteriorating on the 
slippery slope of immorality.  Isaiah is also 
grieving the death of a friend.  The world 
seems to be caving in on him.  Do you know 
what that feels like?

At moments like this, the vision of God 
in all of His holiness and glory can create 
both fear and comfort.  God-pleasing worship 
carries that tension.  On the one hand, worship 
helps us in times of trial and testing to remind 
us that we are not the victims, but that in 
Christ we are the victors.  He is bigger and 
stronger than any problem we face.  In the 
face of many changes, Isaiah was reminded 
of Godôs omnipotence and omnipresence.  
Worship that reveals God in His holiness and 
glory will also strike fear in our heart.

“‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! 
For I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips, and 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty’” (Isaiah 6:5).
Godôs holiness and purity.  You see this 

time after time.  Habakkuk trembles before 
the holiness of God (Habakkuk 3:16).  Job 
repents in the face of Godôs purity and wisdom 
(Job 42:1-6).  The disciples, in view of the 
righteousness of Jesus, understand their own 
sinfulness (Luke 5:8).

One cannot look at God without having a 
sense of oneôs own unworthiness.  The thief on 
the cross saw not so much the power of Jesus 
as he did His righteousness and holiness.  In 
response, he saw his own unworthiness and 
asked for mercy.

Isaiah, in view of Godôs holiness, fully 
understood his own condition.  When he saw 
the holiness of God it was as if he realized, 
ñIf this is the standard, if this is how high 
the bar is raised, then I am doomed.  I donôt 
even come close.  I have seen God, the Lord 
Almighty.  I live in the midst of an unclean 
land.  What hope is there for me?ò

“Then one of the seraphs flew to me 
with a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar” (vs. 6).
“From the altar.”  This was the place 

where a continual sacriýce burned in the Old 
Testament.  One lamb offered in the morning.  
One lamb offered in the evening.  The altar 
was the place to which people turned to ýnd 
peace in the atoning sacriýce.  Could Isaiah 
now ýnd that as well?

  With it he touched my mouth and 
said, ‘See, this has touched your lips; your 
guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for.’  Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  And who will 
go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send 
me!’” (Isaiah 6:7-8).
ñYour guilt is taken away and your sin 

atoned for.ò  Those words not only took away 
his guilt, they took away his fear and dread 
before the Lord.  Isaiah then only wants the 
opportunity to respond.  He and the woman 
with the alabaster jar who anointed Jesus 
would understand each other very well.

The heart of the sending church and 
the heart of the believer are rooted in that 
moment when a person comes face to face 
with the holiness and the grace of God.  In that 
moment, at the foot of the Cross, there is a 
cleansing in the atoning sacriýce of Jesus that 
makes children out of all believers, who are 
just itching to raise their hands and say, ñPick 
me . . . pick me . . . please . . . .ò

Prayer:  Cleansed by the blood of the Lam.  
The guilt of sin atoned for by your grace.  
Here I am, O God.  Send me.  Amen.

Y Yield

L Lowly
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Challenge:  Spend some time this day with your favorite Christian music or reading some 
Psalms and offer praise and worship to God for His cleansing that you have received.

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 6

From the Book of Concord:  ñObserve that in these three petitions we have needs that concern 
God himself in a very simple form, and yet everything has been for our sake. What we pray 
for concerns only ourselves in that, as mentioned above, we ask that what otherwise must be 
done without us may also be done in us. Just as Godôs name must be hallowed and his kingdom 
must come even without our prayer, so must his will be done and prevail even though the devil 
and all his host bluster, storm, and rage furiously against it in their attempt to exterminate the 
gospel utterly. But we must pray for our own sake so that his will may be done also among 
us without hindrance, in spite of their fury, so that they may accomplish nothing and we may 
remain steadfast against all violence and persecution and submit to the will of Godò (The Large 
Catechism, The Third Petition of the Lordôs Prayer, p. 449.68).

In Your Own Words:  Write below or in the margins the key thought or lesson you have learned in 
this chapter on Send and/or a thought you would like to explore further.


