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When the women approached the tomb, they shared one concern. One question was on their heart. Who will roll the tomb away? The stone stood in the way of their accomplishing their task. Worse yet, the stone stood in the way of them having any joy or hope. What is the stone in front of you? What is the one thing that stands in the way of you accomplishing your tasks? What is the one thing that stands in the way of you having any joy or hope? That stone represented defeat and failure for these woman. They had set such high hopes on Jesus. It was not supposed to end this way. 

As they neared the tomb, they noticed that the stone had been moved. They entered the tomb, and there was a young man dressed in white sitting on the right side. Calmly sitting there as if there were nothing else to do at that moment. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.” (Mark 16:6). He has risen! Those three words define history for me. Those three words are words of hope and joy and also words of defiance and victory. In the face of the death of a loved one. In the face of uncertainty and change, those three words offer hope. 

Whatever the stone is in front of you that causes you to wonder, “who will roll it away?” say to yourself, He Has Risen! Don’t just say it to yourself. Tell someone else. The message of the angel is a message to us as well. “Don’t be alarmed, you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” (Mark 16:6-7) 

The women did not do this at first. They were too frightened. They would soon receive the anointing of the Spirit and tell everyone they knew. We dare not make the same mistake. The world is hungry to know. The world is dying, eternally perishing, without knowing. It is for this purpose that we will be dedicating the next fifty days here at St. Luke. I invite you to join us for 50 Days Ablaze as we journey with Jesus. From Easter until Pentecost, we will focus on the mission He has given us so that we might ignite the world with the love of Jesus Christ.

