A Story to tell

by Pastor Barry

Recently in worship, I asked those gathered if anyone had a story to tell of how they had experienced the working and presence of God in the past week.  A little risky—what if no one volunteered?

As it turned out, a number people were ready to share their testimonies. Every one who volunteered surprised me. Some of them down right shocked me. I would not have expected them to be the ones to stand up and speak before the congregation, but I am glad they did.  This is how it is with faith. When we witness the working and presence of God, how can we keep quiet?  The Samaritan woman understood that, as did the men on their way to Emmaus, Andrew, and the other disciples.  Early on, as the disciples began giving witness to Jesus, they were told to be quiet. They were placed in jail to force their silence. As soon as they were released, they began once again telling others the Good News.  When ordered to stop, the responded, 'We must obey God rather than men!'” (Acts 5:29).

When the fire of the Gospel is burning within our hearts, it is difficult to contain it.  I am sure that those five people who stood up before the congregation with a story to tell had moments of saying to themselves, “He must be crazy to think someone would actually stand up and do this. Should I? Let someone else do it. I'm too nervous. . . but it is too good to keep it to myself.”  And so they raised their hands and gave testimonies to the presence of God.

Each of us has a story to tell—a story of the love of God at work in our lives. A story of the faithfulness of God made evident in the joyous moments as well as the difficult moments of life.  Peter wrote, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God, once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10).

This is what it means to be a witness—each telling our own story of how God has revealed His faithfulness and presence in our lives.

You may not feel compelled to stand up and tell your story in worship, but who is there in your life with whom you can tell your story (which is really His story)?   The Gospel Contact Cards that we are using are your opportunity to give witness before everyone else that God has enabled you to tell that story to at least once other person.

My prayer is that the fire of His love will burn so bright within you that you will not be able to keep it to yourself and that in the telling His story, others will be blessed.

