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“Pray” Sermon:  “My Prayer is Not for them Alone”
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.


After the events of the previous few days, there had to be a bit of a shake-up in the lives of the disciples.  They go from sadness to surprise, fear to frolic, downcast to dramatic difference!  Now certainly there were many times when the disciples and Jesus were alone and they would ask Him to explain a teaching, but think again on that last week when they were all alone in the upper room.  Jesus takes some of the most intentional and personal teaching time with the disciples of all of the time that he had in His earthly ministry.

I.  I have revealed you… (John 17:6-8)

A.  “Now they know everything you have given me comes from You.”
· Up to this point they were fully dependent upon the physical presence of the Master—Jesus . . .
· . . . yet they have the revelation of His teaching and the revealed Word of God in printed form, which Jesus fulfilled and completed.

· They will soon receive the Holy Spirit.
· They are also told and convinced that all that came from Jesus came from the heart and will of the Father (vs. 7).
· In the Greek, it actually says “. . . I have revealed YOUR NAME.”  The root word in the Greek for "know" and "name" are the same.  In other words, to know the name is to know the person.  To know the name is to know the character, the person, the work.  Just like today we cling to our social security numbers for our identity, so then a name was everything.  So much could be unpacked from a name.

· Backtrack for a moment (back to verses 1-5).  In order to understand this prayer, we have to understand that the Father's heart worked out through the mission and work of Jesus.

B.  “Father the time has come . . . “
· In this chapter, Jesus is setting forth the desire of the Father—His mission.
· The Father granted Jesus authority.  Authority is simply the power and the commission to display the heart, and the love, and the will of the Father that all people be saved through the action of the Son.

· To know Jesus is to know the Father, which is to give glory to the Father and have eternal life.
· Certainly the glory of the Son and the pre-existence of the Son are mentioned, but also note the mention of the world.  “The world” will be a recurring theme in the chapter, and ultimately in the prayer—so much so that "the world" is mentioned no less than 18 times in this prayer.  What is the emphasis?  God's mission to the world.
C.  “For I gave them the words You gave me . . . ”
· They received them, they knew, and they believed:  the natural progression of the disciples.

· The importance of the learning component of the revelation:  The prayer of Jesus sets forth first and foremost in the minds of the disciples and the readers of John that this prayer and the mission of God worked out through the disciples are influenced and dependent upon the learning that they received.  

· This prayer is built upon learning. 

D.  Our mission prayers (and prayers in general) should find their foundation in the Word.
· Word-influenced prayer life

· We just spent an entire week going through the "Learn" component.
· We have heard and digested one of the greatest weeks and teaching of the Word:  Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus; the promise is for us and all who believe.

· Let the Word influence your prayer life.

· Include Scripture.
· Meditate and pray about the revealed Names of God.
· Let those names and their character shape your prayers.
· Word and prayer are intimately linked.
· (Andrew Murray): 
“Little of the Word with little prayer is death to the spiritual life.  
Much of the Word with little prayer gives a sickly life.  
Much prayer with little of the Word gives emotional life.  
But a full measure of both the Word and prayer each day gives a healthy and powerful life."

· And what does the Word-informed mission prayer point to (vs. 8)?  "That the world may believe," and "That they may believe that You sent me."

II. “I pray for them…they are Yours” (vs. 9-12)

· I remember the days of growing up in Trinity Lutheran, a large stone church of imposing size.  I would sit next to my dad and be guided through the service through his intentional and unintentional teaching.  On one occasion the pastor started praying and, instinctually, the heads of hundreds of people dropped, hands folded, and eyes shut.  In my curiosity, I kept my head up and scanned the room, looking at this mass, in harmony movement—even watching if there were any other young eyes looking around like mine.  The silence of the room intrigued me.  I would later ask my dad, "What were you thinking when the pastor was speaking?"  "The same things he was praying," he said.  “As a congregation, we were one in heart and mind and voice as in agreement we went to God in prayer.  All other sights, sounds, thoughts, cares, lists, distractions fell aside as we spoke in unison to our Father by the name of His Son Jesus . . .”
· . . . not unlike that night in the upper room.  Jesus now verbally mentions the disciples because they are the Father's.
· And since they are the Father's, they are no longer the world’s, and they will work to do the very mission that Jesus has started.  Through that ownership of the Father, a one-ness is evident.  Let me show you:
A.  Unified Mission

· As Jesus is glorified in the cross, so will the disciples glorify Jesus and the Father who sent Him.

B.  Unified Message

· (vs. 11) “Holy Father”—very rarely are these two words used together.  In fact, this is the only time that this title is used of God.  But in so using, there is a subtle but important point.  This is the depth of understanding being shown; this is the balance of Scripture on display: Law and Gospel.  The holiness of God is evident from early on in the Word.  The reverence and holy fear of God is apparent all throughout the prophets and much of the Old Testament.  “Father” is a term alluded to in the Old Testament but only first utilized by Jesus to show the encompassing and all-surpassing love and compassion of God.

C.  Unified Members/ Missionaries

· So that they may continually be one (vs. 11)
D.  Unified in Prayer

· This is what happens when we, as one voice, present a mission to God in prayer.
· This is also what happens when we join together for people in our prayers.  Suddenly those people of the faith that are in Kenya, Russia, or in the local jail are there on your heart and mind in prayer to your Father.

· You can do this Praying for others:


- those close


- those in other countries


- Impact list


- missionaries, etc

· You can do it praying with others:


- Family


- Small group


- Formal groups


- Informal groups

(let these groups inform and nourish and strengthen your prayer walk)

III. “My prayer is not that You would take them out of the world…” (vs. 13-16)

There is a perfume ad out now that has caught my attention.  It has a lovely woman singing in a soft voice the song, "What the World Needs Now…Is Love Sweet Love."  In the context of Christ’s prayer, where the world seems so much in the view of the Redeemer, I can't help but beg to differ with the song.  In a backward way, love is needed, but really what the world needs is disciples.  Now that won't appear on any perfume ad—but maybe on a draft notice:  THE WORLD (not Uncle Sam) NEEDS YOU!  
From this section of the prayer, Jesus seems to point out that the disciples and the world are on opposite sides of the fence.

A.  The disciples are NOT of the world…

· Disciples have received a revelation from God:  Truth, Word, Life.
· The world is a place contrary to God.
· “We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.”  (1 John 5:19)
B.  Yet don't remove them from the world…

· It would be disastrous to remove the disciples from the world.  How else is the world to receive the Good News?
· Matthew 5: Salt and Light.  Disciples are called to be in the world . . .
· . . . distinct from the world yet needed in the world.
· Even though the world would hate them…

C.  Protect them in that world…

· Deliver us from evil, yet remove us not from the world.
· Early disciples just kept preaching and praying, even through friends' deaths, imprisonments, beatings, etc. (demonstration of the hatred of the world).
D. The people that carry out God's Mission need that kind of prayerful protection

· Pray for Protection

· Pray for Provision

· Pray for Needs of people in mission

· Intercession

- index cards


- journals


- be specific


(create a dependence upon prayer - Ephesians 6:18)

IV. “Sanctify them by the truth…” (vs. 17-19)

When it comes to teaching about what the Holy Spirit does in the life of a person, there is one word that I try to make abundantly clear to the students in the confirmation class.  It appears as one of those large three-dollar words to the middle-schoolers in the class.  That word is Sanctification.  Ask any of them what Sanctification is and, hopefully, by the grace of God they will respond (with rolled eyes because of the many times I have asked them) that it means “set-apart and holy.”  
· In simple terms, then, these disciples are to be exactly what their name implies: Sent-out ones that are set apart for a mission.  Sounds like a great description of the missionaries out there sharing the grace of Jesus and, in fact, of the priesthood of all believers.

· They are not just to know the truth…
· They are not just to be protected from evil…

· But they are to DO the truth…

· “But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” (John 3:21)
· Now Sanctification is not made effective apart from the divine revelation of God.  The call of missionaries is holy and set apart.  The realization of the mission of the church calls for the people of God not to live aimless lives, but ones in prayer and holy, set apart, sanctified.

· Now certainly we can pray for the mission of others and for the abilities to share of the Gospel.
· “And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” (Colossians 4:3-4)

· But also, prayer itself is a “doing.”  A “doing” that shapes our hearts—every prayer toward the mission of the church and the mission of our Savior.  Just by bending our hearts in prayer we are shaping our thoughts and actions more and more toward missions.

· Now just in case we forget, sin, or fall short, Jesus includes Himself in the prayer. 

· He prays that He may be sanctified by His act on Calvary thereby:

· Doing it for us


- make it a habit



- connect it to devotion time

· So that we may be sanctified
· So don't take guilt trips about prayer and acting on the Word, but grace trips that bring you back to the forgiveness that sets you ablaze for the mission of God in the first place.

V. “My prayer is not for them alone…” (vs. 20-26)
· Unity in the church

· All may be one

· Prayer that the Apostolic Mission may continue—in us.
· “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12)

In Jesus Name—
Amen.
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